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purchase her pardon. Her name was Margaret Florentyne,
and she had with her many Knights of Rhodes, many
gentlewomen, and much good baggage.
Then Richard, the broken-backed man, went to her,
praying her that this creature might go with her to Rome,
and himself also, so as to be kept from the peril of thieves.
And then that worshipful lady received them into her
company and let them go with her to Rome, as God willed.
When the aforesaid creature had come into Rome, they
that were her fellows aforetime, who had put her out of
their company, were in Rome also, and having heard that
such a woman had come thither, they had great wonder
how she came there in safety.                                                 39b
Then she went and got her white clothes and was clad
all in white, as she was commanded to do, years before,
in her soul by revelation, and now it was fulfilled in effect.
Then was this creature received into the Hospital of
Saint Thomas of Canterbury * in Rome, and she was
houselled every Sunday with great weeping, boisterous
sobbing, and loud crying, and was highly beloved by the
Master of the Hospital and all his brethren. And then,
through the stirring of her ghostly enemy, there came a
priest, that was held a holy man in the Hospital and also
in other places of Rome, who was one of her fellows, and
one of her own countrymen. And notwithstanding his
holiness, he spoke so evil of this creature and slandered sti
her name in the Hospital that, through his evil language,
she was put out of the Hospital, so that she might no
longer be shriven or houselled therein.
1 This hospice was built in 1362 by John Shepherd, an Englishman, for the
accommodation of pilgrims. It fell into disrepair, and in 1572 it was trans-
formed into the English College for English students for the priesthood, which
it still is.
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